Curator’s Choice

‘Not One Cent’ : The Satirical Life and Conservator
Times of the Hard Times Token

At first glance, this copper alloy token from the collection of The Portsmouth Arts & Cultural Center
(Figure 1), could be mistaken for an example of conventional coinage often found in a museum's histor-
ical currency collection. However, upon further inspection and with the aid of conservation treatment,
this coin's unique role in the history of the American economy becomes more apparent.

form of currency acted as a commentary on American's dissatisfac-

tion with their politicians and policies.

Figure 1: Hard Times Token before and after conservation, from The Portsmouth Art & Cultural
Center.

Figure 3. Hard Times Token depicting Presi-  Figure 4. Hard Times Token depicting a meta-
dent Andrew Jackson, from The National phorical shipwreck, from The National Muse-
Museum of American History. um of American History.
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Figure 2: A political cartoon depicting the desperate state of the US Economy during the Panic of
1837, from the Library of Congress.
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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